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Expression
Figurative language, the vibrant tapestry of metaphors, similes,
idioms, and more, breathes life into writing and speech. However, for
English language learners (ELLs), grasping the nuances of figurative
expressions can be a significant challenge. This is where Sheltered
Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP) lessons for figurative language
play a crucial role. By implementing the SIOP model, educators can
create engaging and effective lessons that help ELLs not only
understand figurative language but also use it confidently in their own
communication. This article delves into effective SIOP strategies for
teaching figurative language, exploring various techniques and
offering practical implementation advice. We’ll examine best
practices for *figurative language activities*, *SIOP lesson planning
for ELLs*, and the *teaching of idioms* within the SIOP framework.

Understanding the SIOP Model and its
Application to Figurative Language
The SIOP model provides a framework for sheltered instruction, a
teaching approach designed to make academic content more
accessible to ELLs. It emphasizes eight key components: lesson
preparation, building background, comprehensible input, strategies,
interaction, practice/application, lesson delivery, and
review/assessment. When applied to figurative language, SIOP
ensures that lessons are carefully planned to address the unique
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linguistic needs of ELLs. This means moving beyond simple definitions
and focusing on contextual understanding, multiple exposures, and
opportunities for meaningful practice.

Benefits of Using SIOP for Figurative
Language Instruction
Employing the SIOP model for teaching figurative language offers
numerous advantages for ELLs:

Increased Comprehension: SIOP's emphasis on building
background knowledge and providing comprehensible input
directly addresses the challenges ELLs face when encountering
unfamiliar figurative expressions. By explicitly explaining the
meaning and usage of figurative language within context,
students gain a deeper understanding.
Improved Vocabulary Acquisition: SIOP lessons often
incorporate rich vocabulary instruction, which is crucial for
understanding figurative language. Students learn not only the
literal meaning of words but also their connotations and how
they contribute to the overall meaning of a figurative
expression.
Enhanced Communication Skills: Through engaging
activities and opportunities for interaction, SIOP lessons help
ELLs practice using figurative language in both speaking and
writing. This builds confidence and fluency in their
communication.
Greater Cultural Understanding: Many figurative
expressions are culturally specific, and SIOP lessons can help
ELLs understand the cultural context of these expressions,
fostering a deeper appreciation for language and culture.
Stronger Academic Performance: A strong grasp of
figurative language is essential for success in many academic
areas, including reading comprehension, writing, and critical
thinking. SIOP instruction helps ELLs build this foundational skill.

Practical Implementation of SIOP Lessons
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for Figurative Language
Let's explore how to effectively implement SIOP principles when
teaching figurative language:

### Lesson Preparation:

Clearly Defined Objectives: Start with clear, measurable
learning objectives specifying what students should be able to
understand and do by the end of the lesson (e.g., identify
similes, explain the meaning of idioms).
Appropriate Materials: Choose age-appropriate texts and
materials that incorporate various types of figurative language.
Use visuals, real-world examples, and multimedia resources to
enhance comprehension.
Pre-teaching Vocabulary: Introduce key vocabulary related
to the lesson topic and the different types of figurative
language before diving into the main activity.

### Building Background:

Activate Prior Knowledge: Engage students in brainstorming
activities or discussions related to the topic to connect new
information to their existing knowledge.
Provide Context: Explain the cultural and historical context of
the figurative language being taught to enhance understanding.
Use Graphic Organizers: Visual aids such as semantic maps
or concept webs can help students organize and understand the
relationships between different figurative expressions.

### Comprehensible Input:

Clear and Simple Language: Use clear and concise
language, avoiding complex sentence structures and jargon.
Multiple Exposures: Provide repeated exposure to figurative
expressions through various activities and contexts.
Modeling: Demonstrate the use of figurative language through
examples and explanations.

### Strategies:

Think-Pair-Share: Encourage students to discuss and share
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their understanding of figurative language with peers.
Jigsaw Activities: Divide students into groups to work on
different aspects of the lesson and then share their findings
with the class.
Graphic Organizers: Use graphic organizers to help students
visualize and understand the meanings of figurative
expressions.

### Interaction:

Collaborative Activities: Incorporate pair work, group work,
and whole-class discussions to encourage interaction and peer
learning.
Student-Teacher Interaction: Provide ample opportunities
for students to ask questions and interact with the teacher.
Opportunities for Peer Interaction: Encourage students to
explain their understanding of figurative language to each
other.

### Practice/Application:

Authentic Activities: Use authentic tasks such as writing
stories, poems, or dialogues that incorporate figurative
language.
Games and Activities: Incorporate games and activities to
make learning fun and engaging.
Differentiated Instruction: Provide differentiated activities to
meet the needs of all learners.

### Lesson Delivery:

Engaging Instruction: Use a variety of teaching methods to
keep students engaged and motivated.
Clear Explanations: Provide clear and concise explanations of
the concepts being taught.
Checking for Understanding: Regularly check for
understanding through questioning and other assessment
methods.

### Review/Assessment:

Formative Assessment: Use formative assessment strategies
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such as quizzes, exit tickets, and observations to monitor
student learning throughout the lesson.
Summative Assessment: Use summative assessment
strategies such as tests, projects, and presentations to evaluate
student learning at the end of the lesson.

Teaching Specific Types of Figurative
Language within a SIOP Framework
Let's consider how to approach teaching specific types of figurative
language within a SIOP framework:

Similes and Metaphors: Start by defining these clearly,
contrasting their structures. Use visual aids to represent the
comparison. Then, engage students in creating their own
similes and metaphors based on images or short stories.
Idioms: Explain idioms in context and demonstrate their non-
literal meaning. Use visuals or role-playing to illustrate the
meaning. Create idiom matching games or have students write
sentences using newly learned idioms.
Personification: Use vivid examples of personification found in
literature or songs. Have students create their own
personifications, perhaps drawing pictures to accompany their
work.
Hyperbole: Explain the concept of exaggeration and provide
clear examples. Have students identify hyperbole in texts and
then create their own exaggerated statements.

Conclusion
Implementing SIOP lessons for figurative language offers a powerful
approach to helping ELLs navigate the complexities of this essential
aspect of language. By carefully planning lessons, providing
comprehensible input, promoting interaction, and offering ample
opportunities for practice, educators can empower ELLs to not only
understand figurative language but also use it effectively to enhance
their communication skills and academic success. Remember that
consistent practice and engaging activities are key to solidifying
understanding and building confidence.
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FAQ
Q1: How can I differentiate instruction for students with
varying English proficiency levels when teaching figurative
language using SIOP?

A1: Differentiation is crucial. For lower-proficiency students, use
simpler examples and more visual aids. Provide sentence starters or
sentence frames for writing activities. Pair them with higher-
proficiency students for peer support. For higher-proficiency students,
challenge them with more complex figurative language, encourage
them to analyze the effects of different types of figurative language,
and have them create their own original examples.

Q2: What are some effective assessment strategies for
evaluating students' understanding of figurative language
within a SIOP framework?

A2: Use a variety of assessment methods, including formative and
summative assessments. Formative assessments could involve quick
checks for understanding during the lesson, such as short quizzes or
quick writes. Summative assessments might include creating a short
story using figurative language, completing a matching activity, or
writing an explanation of how a specific metaphor works.

Q3: How can I incorporate technology effectively into SIOP
lessons on figurative language?

A3: Technology can greatly enhance these lessons. Use interactive
online games to practice identifying different types of figurative
language. Show short video clips that utilize figurative language to
analyze in class. Use digital storytelling tools to allow students to
create their own stories incorporating the concepts they've learned.

Q4: What are some common challenges teachers face when
teaching figurative language to ELLs, and how can these be
overcome?

A4: Common challenges include cultural differences in figurative
language usage, limited vocabulary, and difficulty understanding non-
literal meanings. These can be overcome by: providing explicit
explanations and examples, using visuals and real-world contexts,
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engaging in pre-teaching of vocabulary, and utilizing collaborative
learning activities.

Q5: How can I ensure that my SIOP lessons on figurative
language are culturally responsive?

A5: Incorporate examples of figurative language from different
cultures and languages. Encourage students to share examples from
their own cultural backgrounds. Use materials that represent the
diversity of your classroom. Be mindful of the potential for
misinterpretations due to cultural differences in meaning and
connotation.

Q6: How can I effectively integrate figurative language
instruction into other subject areas?

A6: Figurative language is relevant across the curriculum. In
literature, analyze its use in different texts. In science, use metaphors
to explain complex concepts. In social studies, use idioms and
proverbs to understand historical context. In art, explore how imagery
can be used figuratively.

Q7: Are there any specific resources or websites that can help
me create effective SIOP lessons on figurative language?

A7: Many resources are available online. Search for "SIOP lesson
plans" or "Sheltered instruction for ELLs" to find examples and
templates. Look for lesson plans specifically focusing on language
arts and figurative language. Also, explore websites dedicated to
ESL/ELL teaching resources.

Q8: How can I gauge the long-term effectiveness of my SIOP
lessons on figurative language?

A8: Track student progress over time. Observe their use of figurative
language in their writing and speaking over several weeks or months.
Administer assessments that assess both their understanding and
their ability to use figurative language appropriately in different
contexts. Compare their performance on assessments related to
figurative language at the beginning and end of a unit or term.



Siop Lessons For Figurative Language

Siop Lessons For Figurative Language
8

Unlocking Literary Worlds: SIOP Lessons
for Figurative Language
Figurative language – the vibrant paintings woven from words that
reach beyond their literal meanings – is crucial for grasp in text.
However, teaching students, particularly English language learners, to
decipher these nuances can be challenging. This is where the
Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP) model offers a
effective framework. By utilizing SIOP's eight components, educators
can build engaging and accessible lessons that foster genuine
understanding of figurative language.

SIOP's Role in Figurative Language Instruction

SIOP, a research-based model for teaching English language learners,
provides a structured approach to lesson planning that targets the
specific needs of this population. Its eight components – lesson
preparation, building background, comprehensible input, strategies,
interaction, practice/application, lesson delivery, and
review/assessment – offer a comprehensive framework for crafting
lessons that are both successful and stimulating. Let's examine how
each component can be applied to teach figurative language
effectively.

1. Lesson Preparation: Before starting the lesson, teachers must
clearly define educational goals and select relevant materials. This
includes choosing texts with a assortment of figurative language
devices – metaphors, similes, personification, hyperbole, etc. –
appropriate to the students' grade.

2. Building Background: This crucial step involves engaging prior
knowledge and providing necessary information. For figurative
language, this might include brainstorming sessions, discussions of
personal stories, or using visuals like images or videos to illustrate the
concepts. For example, before examining metaphors, students might
share their own similarities.

3. Comprehensible Input: Teachers must confirm that the
language used in the lesson is understandable to students. This might
involve using simpler vocabulary, providing explanations, and using
visual aids. Explicitly modeling the interpretation of figurative
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language is crucial.

4. Strategies: SIOP emphasizes teaching students specific learning
strategies. For figurative language, this might involve graphic
organizers to map metaphors, brainstorming activities to identify
different types of figurative language, or collaborative exercises
where students collaborate together to analyze literary texts.

5. Interaction: Students need chances to apply their understanding
of figurative language through significant interaction. This can be
accomplished through pair work, group discussions, debates, and
presentations, ensuring that all students have engaged roles.

6. Practice/Application: Students need ample opportunities to
utilize their recently acquired skills. This could involve creating their
own examples of figurative language, interpreting new texts, or
developing presentations that show their grasp.

7. Lesson Delivery: Teachers should use varied instructional
techniques, such as examples, discussions, games, and tasks to
maintain student attention. Including movement, humor, and real-
world connections can greatly enhance understanding.

8. Review/Assessment: Regular review and assessment are
essential to track student progress and identify areas where
additional support is needed. This could be done through quizzes,
class discussions, projects, or informal observations.

Practical Implementation Strategies:

Use visual aids: Images, charts, and graphic organizers can
significantly aid comprehension.
Pre-teach vocabulary: Introduce key terms related to
figurative language before tackling complex texts.
Model thinking aloud: Demonstrate your own thought
processes when interpreting figurative language.
Incorporate diverse texts: Use texts from different cultures
and genres to broaden students' exposure.
Encourage student creation: Have students write their own
poems, stories, or songs using figurative language.

Conclusion:
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By implementing the SIOP model, educators can create highly
effective lessons that address to the unique needs of English
language learners while fostering a deep understanding of figurative
language. This framework provides a systematic approach to lesson
planning and implementation, ensuring that all students have the
support they need to thrive. The result is not just improved test
scores, but a more profound connection with the beauty and power of
language itself.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Can SIOP be used with all levels of English learners?

A: Yes, SIOP principles can be adapted for all proficiency levels,
adjusting the complexity of language and tasks accordingly.

2. Q: How much time should be dedicated to a SIOP lesson on
figurative language?

A: The duration depends on the specific learning objective and the
students' proficiency. A single lesson may range from 45 minutes to
several days.

3. Q: Are there specific assessment tools for evaluating
student understanding of figurative language within a SIOP
framework?

A: While there isn't a single standardized test, assessments can
include written responses, oral presentations, creative projects, and
observation of student participation in class discussions.

4. Q: How can I ensure all students are actively participating
in SIOP lessons on figurative language?

A: Incorporate a range of interactive activities, including group work,
pair shares, and think-pair-share strategies. Use differentiated
instruction to cater to various learning styles and needs.

https://tomcat.iie.cl/793161MM61/68132MM/chap/1999__jeep_grand-c
herokee-xj-service__repair-manual__download.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/S464061X24/S87987X/ref/02_suzuki_lt80__manua
l.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/qu/3U902Q8/book/hearing-and__writing-music-pro

https://tomcat.iie.cl/52745N58N9/78263NN/course/1999__jeep__grand_cherokee__xj-service-repair-manual__download.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/52745N58N9/78263NN/course/1999__jeep__grand_cherokee__xj-service-repair-manual__download.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/2O167T0/093921130926/lib/02_suzuki-lt80-manual.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/2O167T0/093921130926/lib/02_suzuki-lt80-manual.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/093921/X90800M/play/hearing__and-writing_music__professional_training__for_todaya.pdf


Siop Lessons For Figurative Language

Siop Lessons For Figurative Language
11

fessional-training__for__todaya.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/130926/34561V697U/ref/principles_of_active_net
work_synthesis-and_design.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/aj132609/8JA5388452093921/slide/2005_chevy__
tahoe_suburban__avalanche_escalade_yukon__denali_service-
manual_set__3__volume_set.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/xa132609/2XA2942578093921/chap/sleep__the-c
ommonsense_approach__practical-advice-on_getting-
a__better_nights__sleep.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/093921/38FI500/edu/english_for__academic__pur
poses_past__paper_unam.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/116168C83Q/69272QC/doc/civil-society-challengi
ng__western-models.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/rb132609/90883R953B093921/lib/oracle-sql_and_
_plsql-hand-solved_sql_and-
plsql__questions_and_answers_including_basic-
and__complex__queries__and_tips.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/wc/76CW588647260913/course/2e_engine-timing
_marks.pdf

https://tomcat.iie.cl/093921/X90800M/play/hearing__and-writing_music__professional_training__for_todaya.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/093921/26X278Q/chap/principles-of-active__network-synthesis-and-design.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/093921/26X278Q/chap/principles-of-active__network-synthesis-and-design.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/ng132609/9G211N0344093921/science/2005-chevy__tahoe-suburban_avalanche-escalade_yukon_denali_service-manual_set_3-volume_set.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/ng132609/9G211N0344093921/science/2005-chevy__tahoe-suburban_avalanche-escalade_yukon_denali_service-manual_set_3-volume_set.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/ng132609/9G211N0344093921/science/2005-chevy__tahoe-suburban_avalanche-escalade_yukon_denali_service-manual_set_3-volume_set.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/69393RP/093921130926/slide/sleep__the__commonsense_approach_practical-advice__on__getting__a_better-nights-sleep.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/69393RP/093921130926/slide/sleep__the__commonsense_approach_practical-advice__on__getting__a_better-nights-sleep.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/69393RP/093921130926/slide/sleep__the__commonsense_approach_practical-advice__on__getting__a_better-nights-sleep.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/093921/K4N1421/chap/english__for_academic_purposes_past__paper__unam.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/093921/K4N1421/chap/english__for_academic_purposes_past__paper__unam.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/387Q97B/318Q252B75/doc/civil_society__challenging__western_models.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/387Q97B/318Q252B75/doc/civil_society__challenging__western_models.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/V9410J2/093921130926/doc/oracle_sql__and_plsql__hand-solved_sql__and__plsql__questions_and-answers_including-basic_and_complex-queries__and_tips.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/V9410J2/093921130926/doc/oracle_sql__and_plsql__hand-solved_sql__and__plsql__questions_and-answers_including-basic_and_complex-queries__and_tips.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/V9410J2/093921130926/doc/oracle_sql__and_plsql__hand-solved_sql__and__plsql__questions_and-answers_including-basic_and_complex-queries__and_tips.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/V9410J2/093921130926/doc/oracle_sql__and_plsql__hand-solved_sql__and__plsql__questions_and-answers_including-basic_and_complex-queries__and_tips.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/kh/531H68864K260913/science/2e__engine_timing-marks.pdf
https://tomcat.iie.cl/kh/531H68864K260913/science/2e__engine_timing-marks.pdf

